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ORDER OF WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN: Holy, Holy, Holy
OPENING SENTENCE
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 39
Priest
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to
come.
Revelation 4:8
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
CONFESSION OF SIN
BCP 41
Priest and People Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have followed
too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left
undone those things which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to
have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou
those who are penitent, according to thy promises
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to
the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
Priest
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all
your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation
of his Holy Spirit. Amen.
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
Leader
O Lord, open thou our lips.
People
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Leader and People Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now and
will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.
Leader
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God:
People
O come, let us adore him.

 The following prayer is said in unison.
Jubilate
BCP 45
Be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a
song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; it is he that hath made us and not we
ourselves; *
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with
praise; *
be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his truth endureth from generation to generation.

 The psalm is said responsively by half verse.
Psalm 8

Domine, Dominus noster

BCP 592

O LORD our Governor, * how exalted is your Name in all the world!
2

Out of the mouths of infants and children * your majesty is praised above
the heavens.
3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * to quell the enemy
and the avenger.
4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * the moon and
the stars you have set in their courses,
5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * the son of man that you
should seek him out?
6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * you adorn him with
glory and honor;
7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * you put all things
under his feet:
8 All sheep and oxen, * even the wild beasts of the field,
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * and whatsoever walks in the
paths of the sea.
10 O LORD our Governor, * how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, * world without end.
Amen.
THE LESSON
Genesis 1:1–2:4a
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let
there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under
the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed,
and fruit trees bearing fruit of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in
it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw
that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And
it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, “Let the
waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed
them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds
multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth
day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it

was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God
saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon
the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the
work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and
the earth when they were created.
Reader
The word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

 The following prayer is said in unison.
Canticle 2: A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine
BCP 49
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou for the name of thy Majesty; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, and dwellest between the
Cherubim; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
THE EPISTLE
II Corinthians 13:11-13
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal,
agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with
you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.
GOSPEL HYMN: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
GOSPEL READING
Matthew 28:16-20
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Priest
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
SERMON
The Rev. Dr. Charles D. Mayer
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
BCP 53
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
BCP 54
Priest
The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Priest
Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer
BCP 54
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Priest
Brothers and Sisters: God commands us through Jesus Christ to love
one another. In baptism, we promise to seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves and to strive for justice and
peace, and respect the dignity of every human being. Let us now honor
those vows and pray for our nation in this election season, for wise and
just leaders, and for the needs of others throughout our country and
the world.
We pray for continued blessings on all peacemakers, on leaders who
value peace, and on everyone who promotes nonviolent solutions to
conflict. We pray for a speedy end to all violence and warfare around
the world.
God of peace and gentleness,
People Hear our prayer.
Priest
We pray for the strength of heart and mind to look beyond ourselves
and address the needs of our brothers and sisters throughout the
world; for the rural and urban poor; for the rebuilding of our
communities; and for an end to the cycles of violence that threaten our
future.
God of generosity and compassion,
People Hear our prayer.

Priest

We pray for all nations, that they may live in unity, peace, and concord;
and that all people may know justice and enjoy the perfect freedom
that only God can give.
God of liberty and freedom,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray that the Holy Spirit may embrace the most vulnerable
members of our society; we pray also for an end to the growing
disparity between the rich and poor; and for the grace and courage to
strive for economic justice.
God of all gifts and blessings,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for an end to prejudice throughout our country and the world;
that we will respect all people as precious children of God; and that
racism, sexism, and all other forms of discrimination will be forever
banished from our hearts, our society, and our laws.
God of fellowship and equality,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for a reverence of creation; that we will have the tools and the
will to conserve it; that we will use its bountiful resources in the service
of others; and that we will become better stewards of all that has been
entrusted to us.
God of nature and the universe,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for all immigrants, refugees, and pilgrims from around the
world, that they may be welcomed in our midst and be treated with
fairness, dignity, and respect.
God of outcasts and wanderers,

People Hear our prayer.

Priest

We pray for the sick, the aged and the infirm; for those with physical or
mental disabilities; that all may have access to proper health care; and
that God’s loving embrace may be felt by all who suffer.
God of comfort and healing,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for all prisoners and captives; that a spirit of forgiveness may
replace vengeance and retribution; and that we, with all the destitute,
lonely, and oppressed, may be restored to the fullness of God’s grace.
God of absolution and mercy,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for all children and families, and particularly for the orphaned,
neglected, abused, and those who live in fear of violence or disease;
that they may be relieved and protected.
God of children and families,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for the reconciliation of all people, and for the Church
throughout the world, that it may be an instrument of your healing
love.
God of outreach and restoration,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

We pray for all who have died as a result of violence, war, disease or
famine, especially those who died because of human blindness, neglect,
or hardness of heart.
God of eternal life and resurrecting love,

People Hear our prayer.
Priest

Almighty God, you have promised to hear what we ask in the name of
your Son. Watch over our country now and in the days ahead, guide
our leaders and all who will vote, guide them in all knowledge and truth
and make your ways known among all people. In the passion of debate
give them a quiet spirit; in the complexities of the issues give them
courageous hearts. Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we

ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you
know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
People Amen.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
BCP 176
Almighty and everlasting God, who hast given unto us thy servants grace, by the
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in
the power of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity: We beseech thee that
thou wouldest keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to
see thee in thy one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy
Spirit livest and reignest, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE PEACE
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
BCP 59
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy
well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.
Amen.
BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL
BCP 59
CLOSING HYMN: All Things Bright and Beautiful
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